
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What is a clause? 

A clause is a S+V+C 
idea   

E.g.: Mary thinks she 
will overdo it. 

1. Mary thinks 

2. she will overdo it.  

Types of clauses:  

Dependent clause: 

For instance:  

she will overdo it.  

Independent clause: 

For instance:  

Mary thinks 

They can be simple, 
complex or compound. 

  For example: 

Simple: I want orange 
juice. 

Complex: I want to 
buy her a new dress 

when they come. 

Compound: I do it 
and she does it, too.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Syntactic Functions of Clauses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• It is the clause type found in inicial position as an nominal phrase in a sentence. 

• For example: What I want is going to the river. 

Nominal Clause 

• This kind of clause is preferred as a referral fragment of datum in order to 
describe what is stated first.  

• For example: It is a pencil that is new. 

Adjectival Clause 

• It is the sort of clause added to the main one just to provide more information to 
the interlocutor that is more narrative, argumentative or expositive. 

• For example: It is amazing that I can speak another language fluently.  

Adverbial Clause 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Syntactic classification of clauses 
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  Coordinate Clause 

This clause type works 
with conjunctive words 
denoted as coordination 

in constructing 
compound-clauses, for 

example, there is a 
cluster of them famous in 

language use, and they 
are the fanboys particles. 

FANBOYS PARTICLES: 

F: for 
A: and 

N: nor 
B: but 

O: or 
Y: yet 

S: so 

For samples:  

  1. I am tall and she is short. 

  2. I have got money so (that) I 
can afford the football match.  

Subordinate clause 

These types of clauses are the 
most frequent in speech 

because of the wideness in 
their shape. They are divided in 
two big groups; finite and non-

finite clauses. 

FINITE-CLAUSE 

NON-FINITE 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Non-finite Clauses are those which 
tend to be said in certain 
environments with a less 

elaborated writing and lack a 
subject. They are split in 3 major 

groups, such as:  

Ed Clause: Past clause or PP clause, this sort one is 
frequent in written discourse and It is represented 
by an EdV+C as illustrates under: 

E.g.: The man dressed up for the party is good-
looking. 

To + Verb: this clause is common and appears 
mostly in verbs that allow verbal sequence.  

E.g.: I want to go to your house.  

Ing Clause: this type of clause takes another 
derivational suffix "ING" with which it causes 
confunsing viewpoint in pro of the aspect "ING" as 
an inflection of progressiveness or continuity.  

E.g.: She believes in going to the cinema.  

 

Finite Clauses are those which 
work  with  a larger set of words 

known as connectors of discourse, 
transition signals or metalinguistic 

markers. 

Verbless Clause: It is a clause type that needs elements omitted, 
partially, recquired by grammar norms or rules. 

 

E.g.: She considers them when happy and excited.  

Transitional Clauses: These ones  are formed by adding a 
connector with a functional purpose and/ or intention of the 
author. It uses all of the possible words , such as Wh units and 
all else. 

For example:  

1. I like my house whereas my mum dislikes it. 

2. I want someone who can understand French. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

According to their communicative function 

• What: Asking for information about something 

 

• When: At that time or at which time or in which 
situation 

 

• Where: In or to what place, in or to a place or situation 

 

• Whose: belonging to which person/ of whom or which 

 

• Who: What or which person or people, introducing a 
clause giving further information about a person or 
people mentioned 

 

• Whom: used instead of "who" as the object of a verb or 
preposition 

 

• Which: Introducing a clause giving further information 
about something mentioned, asking for information 
specifying one or more members. 

 

• How: In what way or by what means, in what conditions 
, to what extend or degree , the way in which manner 

 

• Why: for what reason  or purpose, on account of which, 
the reason that 

 

• Whence: from which or from where  

Samples 

• I want what you taste now. 

 

• I do my homework when I study. 

 

• I know where you go. 

 

• Mary, whose car is red, is pretty. 

 

• Eduardo, who is my teacher, is a wonderful person. 

• The teacher who teachers me English is a wonderful 
person. 

 

• I met the guy whom you gave a present last week. 

 

 

• It is the type of clause which I like using at writing. 

 

 

• I don´t know how to do it. 

 

 

• The reason why I never give up is that I feel optimistic. 

 

 

• I always go whence the exercise initiates till It ends. 

 


